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Letter dated July 27, 2009, submitted by Maine Council Trout
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Unlimited

Letter dated July 27, 2009, submitted by Maine State Chamber

of Commerce
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Junse 10, 2009
Dear Naighboring Property Owner:
RE: Flling of Application with the Maine Department of Environmental Protection

Asg you know from previous mailings, Central Maine Power Company (CMP) has proposed a major investment
in the transmission system to ensure that it can continue to reliably deliver electricity to Maine homes and
businasses in the futyre.  This.investment, called the Maine Power Reliability Program (MPRP), includes
reconstruction and/or additions to the part of the transmission system adjacent to your property:

CMP is required by law to provide the.enclosed notice making you eware of our intent to file anapplication for
environmental parmits with the Department of Environmental Protection (DEP} in mid-June. Theréquired
tegal language for tha notice makes the story seem mundane, when, in our view the condition of the natural
resources in the right-of-way is a much more axciting story. :

We began surveying natural festures in the right-of-way in the spring of 2007. We may have needed and
received your permission to cross your praperty to conduct the surveys. In several piaces along and adjacent
to the existing corridor, we discovared thriving vernal pools, wetlands, rare plants and other features and have
designed MPRP to ensure that these natural resources continus to prosper in the right-of-way. Where impacls
could not be avoided, CMP proposes restoration and enhancement of various natural resources and will set
asida resource-rich lands in other locations with permanent protections to compensate for the impacts. For
certain-wetland impacts, we have also proposed to fund land conservation or other wildlife and natural
resource protection activities-through the DEP’s in-lieu fe@ compensation program.

As a neighbor, we appreciate your lnterésl In the hcthﬂtlas anticipated for the right-of-way. Flease feel free to
call our tofi free line {1-866-914-1844) or ‘émail {ifo@mainepawer.com) if you have questions regarding the
Mainé Power Reliability Program or the DEP application.

Sincarely, % (Fﬂ;\.gﬁ .

Mary Smith, Project Manager
Maine Power Reliability Program
Central Maine Powar Company

Enclosure
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John and Wendy Krueger

S 10 01 T SO P |
49 Nells Hill Road (Route220)
South Liberty, Maine 049840 -

Telephone 207-845-2482
krueqer@®@fairpoint.net

June 25, 2009

Department of Environmental Protection
c/o Kristen Chambertain

Central Maine Regional Office.

17 State House Station

Augusta, ME 04333

RE: CMP MPRP Filing Application
Dear Ms. Chamherlain'

This |etter i is written in response to the recent rna1|ng about CMP's appllcahen \mth the
DEP on the MFRP proposal. {‘am an abuthng land owner and ; an intervemor to the
PUC Docket 2008-255 and'alsc a Selectman in the Town df leaity who has been,
folowing this activﬂy for quite some time. By way of an infrodiction; my property is
located at Section 254 on the corridor betweén Orrington and Maxcy Station {where RT
220 in Liberty intersects the corridor). This property was originally part of a Bowdoin
College preserve. My driveway was in place long before MEPCOQ took the ROV by
eminent domain. In the past, | have raised several concems regarding environmerntal
impacts associated with the proposed powerline. Environmental concems have always
been deferred to a DEP evaluation. it is my understanding that now is the small window
of ime that | can submit my-concems to the DEP.

= | believe that the wetland at 1he ‘comer-of:my- property is'a vemal pool. | understand
that the State has recluced the critefia for defining vernal pools however | do wish a
better assessment of this:wetlsnd. TRC biclogists and’ ‘environmental contractors
reportedly conductéd vemal pool surveys along my portion of Segment 6 on May 9,
2007. Twas not mntaclaed in-spite of requests to méet these scientists. Their
assessment was negative using the: crtteria of NRPA Chapter 335, | have
repeatedly requeeled of CMP a second review. In. testimony before the PUC it was
stated that while no epecies were found ‘at the time, that this doee not mean that a
later review might prove this wetland to be classrﬁed ur:der the new restrictions.

o 'When the Maritimes and Northeast. Ges Line.was; e&nstructed 10 years ago in
this same ROW:. their sclentlsis deterrnlned that this area isa vernal pool and
moved the gas lifie (at consuclerable expense) around this area to pmtect it.

o |'request that the DEP perform an independeiit evaluation of this proteéted

area




= | believe that the June 10, 2009 letter from CMP was very insensitive to local

concems about wetland and vernal pool preservation. In summary the suggestion is
that whether or not the land deserves mitigation efiorts, the right-of-way will be
cleared to the maximum exient possible and that the DEP's in-¥eu compensation
program will either pay or find property efsewhere to protect. Liberty's Planning
Board will fake up this issue separately, however it.is my belief that many residents
in Liberty may not be satisfied with the idea of trading Liberty's environmental
resources for properlies elsewhere in the State. | believe that any trades or
payments that take place, should at Jeast take place within Liberty.

The application is long and the time frame for review does not appear satlsfactory
The application descﬂbes maximum clearing, representing the most aggressive
strategies, but offers very little in terms of mitigation possibilities. A wholesale
acceptance of the application may be mterpreted as a statement that no mitigations
need take place.

Polential mitigations include:

o “I" construction of the power pole structures as opposed to the proposed “H"
construction. Placing the power lines vertically reduces the area needed for
clearing. Placing the lines verically alse increases the distance to the
ground, théreby reducing EMF.

o There have been muitiple questions regarding human health concerns with
EMF generated from high voltage lines. Are there any studies regarding the
environmental irnpacts to wildlife that live in proximity to these same lines?

o Engineering efforts to mave the povwer line structures within the corridor to
reduce clearing of wetlands. _

o I my particular situation, CMP has declared that another wetland
exists in the southem portion of the commidor and that a placement of
the power structure there would be equally as disruptive. The
“‘watiand” that CMP is refesring to is already under a power line,
deforested, in the open, and subject to multiple "mud runs® and vehicle
traffic. :

*» Efforts fo reduce vehicle traffic in cleared wetland areas. Berms or
butfers should be constructed 1o protect areas that are cleared.

‘o Engineering plans to mitigate impacts 1o abutting land following extensive
clearing. My property has a steep embankment adjacent to the wetland,
CMP has offered to leave the stumps intact. This js not a good long term
solution and also. l:eaves my dmaway vulnerable-to collapmng info the
wetland.
» The application makes no- mentx:n of a recent FERC Notice (Docket No. PF0B-24-
000) “Supplemental Notice of | lntent to.Prepare an, Environmental Impact Statement
for the Calais LNG. ijﬁd and Request for Comments on Environmental [ssues
Related to the' Pntentlal Expansmn of the Martimes & Northeast Pipeline System”
raises additional concerns about the PUC Dm::ket 2008-255 project and now also
PUC Docket 2009-165.< This is'a Serious omission as the FERC Notice refers to the
placement of a 38°.gas line in the exact same location as the CMP proposal.

o A secaond environmental impact statement on the same area included within
the CMP application opens the door to ¢conflicting impact analyses. This
raises questions regarding definitions of vemnal pools and recommendations
for mitigation.




o Most importantly, there appears to be no effort to review the new
environmental impact associated with sharing two huge projects in close
proximity. The-gas line construction on its own involves blasting a 6 foot ditch
in granite for most of its way in South Liberty. Are there new environmental
impacts associated with the coexistence of both projects?

if you have any questions, do not hesitate to contact me,

Thank you.

Sincerely, "52(/
John Krueger p
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TOWN OF LIBERTY
POBON 116
Libarty, Maing 04749
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Telephone 207-589-4318
Sunday, July 12, 2009

Department of Environmental Protection
c/o Kristen Chamberlain

Central Maine Regional Office

17 State House Station

Augusta, ME (4333

RE: CMP MPRP Filing Application
Dear Ms. Chamberlain:

This letter is written in response to the recent mailing of CMP"s application with the DEP
on the MPRP proposal. The Liberty Planning Board has had a chance to review the
materials forwarded to the Town Office and scheduled a discussion of this information at
the July 9 Plarining Board meeting, our first mecting since the materials arrived. In
particular the Town discussed the commidor between Omington and Maxcy Station.

Planning Board members, Town Selectmen, and the public discussed the application.
The Town requests a meeting with DEP and CMP representatives to discuss this
application in greater detail. Examples of issues that we wish to discuss are included

below:

» There are several complaints and criticisms associated with the June 10 letter from
Mary Smith. A specific complaint is the statement that protected areas in Liberty
will be cleared and traded for other locations (in the State?) or bought out through
an in-tien fee compcnsauun Liberty's Planning Board has been working very
strenupusly to develop and enforce its Shoreldnd Z;omng Ordinance. It is difficult
to-have a second set of standards for the MPRP project that is less strict than for
our residents who wish to disrupt protecied areas.

= Ifprotected land'is to be cleared, the application process placed little attention to
mitigation efforts. Exarnples:

o Ifalis KV lmelstobcmsta]led why is there the need to build this to
345KV standards'? _

o Can vertlcal placement of lines be used to lessen widening impacts on
certain pmtcctad areas?

W e ek ke




* There was a citizen complaint that the data collected to demonstrate the non-
existence of a vernal pool was collected at an inappropriate time and that
reevaluation should be considered.

* Concerns were raised about EMF affects on humans and wildlife.

» If land is to be traded, Liberty wishes to have protected land located within our
municipality. Any in-lieu fees should be distributed within Liberty for
conservation efforts.

» The application makes no mention of a recent FERC Notice {Docket No. PF08-
24-000)‘Supplemental Notice of Intent to Prepare an Environmental Impact
Staternent for the Calais LNG Project and Request for Comments on
Environmental Issues Related to the Potential Expansion of the Maritimes &
Northeast Pipeline System™. This is a serious omission as the FERC Notice refers
tolhep[acemenlofaliﬁ"gaﬂlmemlheexacls-ﬂm:locauonasﬂleCMPpmposa].

. Multiple review agencics.on the same nroperties-raise concerns about the notentisl
for confliéting resource conservation observations.

" Alternatives such-as PUC Docket 2009-165 to reduce the need for additional

transmission lines in Liberty.

Thank you for your atiention to-these matters.

d McLM/ /f(Zerty Plamung Board

Mary Smith, Project Manager
MPRP
Central Maine Power Company
83 Edison Drive
Augusia, Maine (4336




Susan Lessard

Chair, Board of Environmental Protection
#17 State House Station

Augusta, Me 04330

Dear Ms. Lessard,

I am a contractor working on the Maine Power Reliability Project at Central Maine
Power Company. I will not identify my company, or the nature of my job and I think my
reasons will become obvious as | explain my concerns.

Central Maine Power has filed an application for permits with the Department of
Enviranmentel Protection. It is being “whispered™ that the review and approval of the
project have been negotinted in private meetings. These meetings have been eftended by
David Lictel) and Central Maine Powers mangers, Mike McLain and Kay Rand. A deal
hasbaenmade Gift to the State the Kennebec Gorge, 1000 actes of land owned by
Central Maine Power along the Kennebec River and David Lidtell with make sure the

Board does not get involved and the project is approved quickly,

1 am oot against the project. But. lmvﬂ-yconomedthatthe State allows private deals,
cart in back rooms, in ofder to'veceive quick approval of projects of this significance. Are
all pemits for “sale™? Can any Maine business have private meetings with David Littell
and make & deal? Is David Litrell telling everyone he can make sure the Board does not
get involved?

Thank you for considering my concerus.




Callahan, Beth

From: birdhunt@localnet.com

Sent; Monday, July 27, 2009 12:41 PM

To: Hallowell, Dawn ' v
Subject: MPRP interesed party

Dawr,

My husband and myself own 650+ acres adjoining CMPs MPRP project. We would like to
become an interested party in this project.

‘Thank you,

Marc & Jenniffer Day
385 Johnson Flat Rd
Clinton, ME 04927
207-426-8550

(our mailing address is Clinton but we are actually residents of Pittsfield)
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From: craig and laurie [meweblz@tdstelme.net]
Sent: Monday, July 27, 2009 4:48 PM

To: Hallowell, Dawn

Ce: dan daly

Subject: MPRP interested party

Hi Dawn,
As Vice Chairman, | am requesting on behalf of Maine Council Trout Unlimited {MCTU) t& be an interesled party

on the Maine Power Reliability Project (MPRP). Please keep us updated with developments.

Thank you,
Craig Denis, Vice Chair MCTU

MCTU Electronic, and USPS mailing contact info:

Dan Daly, Chairman (MCTU)
DAN@DALYART.COM

23 Limerock Rd.

Camden, Me 04843
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From: Greg Ponte [gponie@tds.net)

Sent: Monday, July 27, 2009 11:29 AM

To: Hallowell, Dawn

Cc: ‘craig lavrie”; DAN@DALYART.COM

Subject: RE: MPRP web link

Hi Dawn,

| am requesting as President of Kennebec Valley Trout Unfimited to be an interested party on the Maine
Power Rellablllty Project (MPRP) project and to possibly request Board Jurisdiction or a public hearing
on this project in the future.

Thank you,

Greg

My mailing address is
Greg Ponte

86 Mead Point Road
West Gardiner, ME.04345

From: HalloweN, Dawn [mailto:Dawn. Hallowelk@maine.gov]
Sent: Monday, July 27, 2009 10:11 AM

To: gponte@tds.net

Cc: Ian Broadwater

Subject: MPRP web link

Importance: High

Here it is. Let me know if you want to come inta the office to view hardcopies. As | mentionad, Notmmandeau
Associates will be field verifying the locations of sireams, wetlands and vernal pools for the Department. The
contact person at Normandeau is lan Broadwater. lan's email address is: ibroadwateri@normandeau.com

lan — Mr. Ponte reprasents Trout Unlimited and has expressed an interast in the MPRP project. He asked for
your contact info.

Mr. Ponte, The deadline to request Board Jurisdiction or public hearing is today Spm.

D ‘Wallswell

Maine DEP

312 Canco Rd

Porfland ME 04103

Phone: 207-822-6324

Fax: 207-822-6303

Emall: Dawn.Hallowelli@maine.

fila-/AMDen.eia ] ashack L& WALAND-RR\Towns\MPRP. L24620ANBNCNDN&EN\nt... 7/27/2009
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The voice of Maine busiess

by 27, 2009

Dat d Littel]l, Commissioner

De(: artment of Environmental rotection
Sta:2 House Station 17

Augusta, Maine 04333

De: - Cornmissioner Lfttell:

I am writing on behalf of the Maine State Chamber of Cornmaerce and the businessas that we represent
all cver the State to strongly encourage you to recommend against any request te transfar lcensing
jurlaiction over the Maine Power Reliability Program {MPRP) (e the Board of Environmental Protection

{BEF'.

A re iable supply of electricity Is vital to Malne's economy. Electrical studies performed for the Maine
Publl: Utilites Commission {MPUC) show that the systern needs an upgrade now, and as laad grows, the

risks 0 refiabitity will become more severe,

Builc ing the project is forecasted to requira a littie over 4 years. Even with prompt review by the MPUC
and :-:zte ond federal environmental agencies, it will be extremely chalienging to complete the
consuction of all facilities proposed as part of MPRP and have them energized by the end of 2012, A
transrnission construction project of this size and complexity must be carefully orchestrated with carefu!
atter lion to when lines tan be taken out ufséﬁdc_.e. Unnecessary delays in regulatory approvals may
incre 5@ the rigks to Maine électriclty users that the federal Energy Policy Act of 2005 was intended to

avoid.

Detays in construction will also increase tha overall cost of the project. Pricas for materials ace currently
attractive, but this situation will not last indefinitely. Even without fluctuation in prices, the mere
passa & of tima will increase the prpject by about $100 million per year, according ta Central Maine

Powe ' Company {CMP).
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Maine’s economy is in & slump and canstruction workers zre idle, making this the best time 1o begin a

praject that the best electrical engineers in the northeast have carafully reviewed and determined to be

NEcessary.

B P jurisdiction will anly lead to vnnecessary and avoidable delay that may risk the refiability of the

trinsmission system, increase costs to Maine ratepayers, and postpone an important economic stimulus

ofdortunity that will put thousands of Mainers to work.
Tk nk you for your consideration.

Sirrerely,
(|

Dain F. Connors, Prasidant
Ma ae State Chamber of Commerce

ce: Hawn Hallowel), DEP Project Manager

€220Z29L0E
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